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course, to two obviously essential conditions, (i) that equitable and satisfactory
arrangements were arrived at between the parties concerned about the position of
the States in the future constitution of India on terms fair and honourable alike
to the States and British India and (2) that India remained an integral part
of the British Commonwealth under the aegis of the beloved King-Emperor.
"In this,1' declared His Highness, "the Princes have been as much
influenced by their desire to see a strong and united India under the Crown
and thus a source of additional strength to the British Empire, as they have
been influenced by the feeling that they are bound to their brethren in British-
India by ties of blood, race and religion. In the circumstances, no one in
British India had the least justification for distrusting the Princes and the
States or suspecting their "bond fides/' much less for repeating the senseless
charge that the Princes were opposed to constitutional reforms in British India."
"Before very long," continued His Highness, " all the parties concerned,
namely, the British Government, British India and the Indian States would be
caHed upon to contribute towards solving the various knotty problems in
building up a stable and safe constitution for India as a whole, to enable
British-India as well as Indian States to march hand in hand and to contribute
towards the well-being and glory of their common motherland." There were
strong rumours, which His Highness sincerely hoped would prove to be true,
that, with the sympathy and support of India's popular Viceroy, Lord Irwin,
and the goodwill of His Majesty's Government, a Round Table Conference would
be convened in England in the not distant future on which it was essenh'al
that both British India and the Indian States should be adequately represented.
In order to make such a conference a real success, co-operation between the
two parts of India was essential, and must be aimed at in a fraternal spirit
by the Indian States as well as British India.
Proceeding, His Highness emphatically and effectively repudiated^ the
malicious charges, sometimes levelled by irresponsible people against the Princes
who were represented, as attempting to perpetuate autocracy, absolutism and
misrul eto stem the rising tide of Nationalism in British India and the increas-
ing power of public opinion in their own states and to secure a blank cheque
to oppress their subjects and to squander public money and to work generally
against the best interests of their subjects and altogether ignore them* His
Highness asserted, from his own intimate acquaintance with the problems of
the States, that there was no atom of truth in these pernicious lies, and that the
Princes and the States as a body were wholeheartedly and sincerely working
in the best interests of the States and their subjects,
Referring to the attacks in the Press, His Highness cited facts in regard
to the administrative conference itself, to show how a certain section of the
Press in British India delighted in the basest scandal-mongering and malicious
propaganda against the States but gratefully acknowledged the sane and sober
attitude of many responsible leaders and respectable newspapers in British
India." " An honest and efficient Press," observed His Highness, *« is the Fourth
Estate, and wholesome criticism is good for us all in more ways than one,
One of the functions of an honest and honourable Press is not only to criticise
where criticism is really called for, but to instil fresh ideas and to help to take
a Ruler or Government or official out of any rut into which he may have been
driven deep through force of habit or imperviousness to light. But that can-
not unfortunately be said of a certain type of local correspondents and a certain
section of the Press which have brought the name of the public Press into the
mire, and indeed which have strayed far away from all that was honourable,
best and noble in the traditions of journalism and journalists,"
Maharaja of Bifcaner on the Viceroy's Announcement
His Highness  the Maharaja.of Bikaner in the course of a press interview on
the ind November 1929 said : " I have only a couple of hours ago received a ful
f His Excellency the Viceroy's important   statement, but I say without heal-
that as a patriotic Indian devoted to his motherland, as a Ruler of an Indian
D	'
,4.

